Parasellar metastases: four autopsied cases.
Four patients with histologically confirmed parasellar metastases are reported. The main symptoms and signs were persistent right facial pain followed by diplopia (patient 1), headache and minimal right abducens palsy (patient 2), acute, total left ophthalmoplegia (patient 3), and acute, total bilateral ophthalmoplegia (patient 4). Positive radiologic evidence was present only in patient 1: there was bony erosion of the petrous apex and computed tomography scan showed an enhanced parasellar mass. This patient underwent partial surgical removal of the tumor. Patient 3 was treated with irradiation. All patients died within 14 weeks of the onset of the initial symptoms and all were autopsied. Their primary lesions were hepatoma, stomach cancer, lung cancer, and mesenteric liposarcoma.